
PLHS AP Message 
 

Reasons for taking an AP class: 
• Most importantly, students will develop skills and study habits for college.  As many as half of all 

college students do not have adequate academic preparation, and are required to take remedial 
courses.  “The focus is not on memorizing facts and figures.  You will engage in discussion, solve 
problems collaboratively and learn to write clearly and persuasively.” 

• AP courses allow students to study a subject in greater depth.  Exploring college level work can help 
students gain a clearer idea of future plans, including career and college major choices.  

• The rigor of AP courses helps students know their capabilities.   
• Colleges and universities review transcripts for rigor.  Many colleges ask, “How demanding is this 

student’s course load.”  Taking AP courses can help improve admission eligibility.  85% of selective 
colleges and universities report that AP coursework favorably impacts admission.  31% of colleges 
and universities consider AP course work when making scholarship and honors program decisions.   

• Students can become eligible for AP Scholar Awards based on the number of AP exams that they pass. 
• Research has shown that a student who has taken an AP class is more likely to complete college in 

four years.  61% of students who took an AP course finished in four years, compared to 27% of those 
with no AP coursework.  “The average price of college comes to $18,000 for each additional year it 
takes to finish, showing why graduating on time is more important than ever before.”  

• According to ACT, rigor of coursework is the most important factor to improve ACT scores. 
• Some AP courses cover a semester’s worth of college work in a year, providing more depth of 

learning. 
• College bound students should have taken at least one AP class.  Students need to see “college-like” 

work to better prepare themselves for the work they will see in four-year college.  More than one 
quarter of the freshmen at four-year colleges and nearly half of those at two-year do not even make it 
to their sophomore year. 

 
Reasons for taking an AP exam: 
• Good test taking skills come with practice.  College admission tests and college exams will be easier.  A 

recent College Board study indicated that students who scored a 3, 4, or 5 on an AP exam have higher 
first year GPAs and are more likely to return for a second year of college. 

• There is power in earning a 1 on an AP exam.  Just taking an exam, even if a student doesn’t “pass”, 
will give him/her valuable experiences for later on. 

• AP exams will help prepare you the length of college finals. 
• The AP exam shows what you have learned throughout the year.  The sense of accomplishment and 

confidence you then have is invaluable.  “It gives you a chance to show how well you’ve mastered 
college-level course work.  This is your opportunity to see how you stack up against other college-
bound AP students around the world.” 

• College credit from an AP exam is cheaper than paying full tuition once in college. 90% of four-year 
colleges in the United States give students credit for AP exams. 

• With AP credit, you’ll have more time to move into upper-level course work, pursue a double major, 
or study abroad. 

• A dual enrollment grade is part of a permanent transcript.  You are legally obligated to send that to 
colleges.  An AP exam credit, on the other hand, gives you the choice of sending.  You even have the 
choice between credit and a grade. 

• The AP exam is part of the overall AP experience. 
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